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She makes portraits

By ANNA K. TURNER
The News Chlef

AKELAND - Chryssle Tav-
rides’ current status as a full.
time working artist Is the re-
sult of years of study and
work — and a llfelong amblitlon.
‘“This is what I have done since I

was very young and thils ls what I

have studled forever,” pays Tav.

-rides, 59, B

.. The successful Lakeland artist has

- two works on exhibit in Ridge Art
Assoclation’s Fine Arts Competition,
-which runs through Feb. 5 at the
Chaln O'Lakes Complex in Winter
Haven. _

A Chlcago, Ill., native, Tavrides
wanted to be a fashjon Illustrator
when she was & child, Her father, a
commerclal artlst, encouraged her
to draw.

While In elementary school, she at-
tended free Saturday morning pro-
grams for chlldren at the S8chool of
the Art Institute In Chicago.

In high school, Tavrides altended
elght-week summer courses spon-
sored by the American Academy of
Art.

She brlefly attended Culver-Stock-
ton, a small college in Missourl, be-
fore entering the School of the Art

. Institute, where she recelved a

. bachelor’s degree In art.

i Her husband, James Tavrides, is a
civil engineer with Jacobs Engineer-
Ing in Lakeland. They have four chil-
dren.

Though Tavrides artistic works
are diverse, she is widely known for
her portraits.

See TAVRIDES, Page 7

Portralt of Ada Montero

an art

Nature is a continuing inspiration to artist

By LISA RODRIGUEZ
News Chief Correspondent

INTER HAVEN — As a

child in Lititz, Pa., Dale

Eltnler grew to know the

Amish people. Observing
their lives and learning about nnture
on walks In the woods with his tather,
he gained an appreciation for things
““simple and bpslc.”

Those qualities continue to Influence
Eltnler, an established palnter and
woodcarver and founder of the Ridge
Woodcarvers Club.

Eitnler helped establish the club
about four years ago.

‘I did that because there were so

. many people older than ¢ who were .

doing nothing,”’ says Eltnler, 58.

‘“Lee Eberly, Gene Wolf (fellow
woodcarvers) and myself got together
and met with other men who had some
ekill In carving, and then we thought
that we should get more people In.
volved,' he says.

Today, the club has 88 to 40 mem-
bers and meets once a month at an
area restaurant to show pleces each
has been working on. ‘"We have both
men and women,"'" Eltnler says.

*It's not just a club for woodcarvers
or retirees,”” says Eltnler. '"Anyone
can join who has an interesat in art."*

Woody WiHson, the current president
of the club, sees the club as an oppor-

tunity for art enthusiasts to be recog- * *

nized and believes Elitnier's work has
been an inspiration.

‘“There are a lot of pecople who can
do some fantastic work and I'm trying
to get these people Interestled In our
club and get their work displaved,"
Wilson says.

“Dale 1s alao a fantnstic nrtlst and A
greal assel to our club.”’

Eltnler's art often reflects his inter-
est In nature that dates back to his
younger days.

“I've been in all the nntlonal parks
In the United States working for a liv-
Ing. because 1 had to work to pay my
way through college. At Lthe same
time, 1 learned something of wildlife

See EITNIER, Page 12




